POLITICAL SCIENCE 3319, WINTER

Comparative Public Policy

Winter 2008

Tuesday & Thursday, 4:00-5:30pm, RB 2024

Instructor:  Charles Conteh 

Office: RB 2041

Office Hours:  Wednesday 10:00am-12:00noon (or by appointment)

Phone:  807-343-8791

E-mail: cconteh@lakeheadu.ca 

________________________________________________________________________

The course has been divided into three relatively distinct sections.  The first section deals with the notion of comparative policy lessons – steps and challenges in learning and applying policy lessons across countries, developed and developing.  The second section compares public policy in Canada and the United States.  The third section juxtaposes these North American cases with European ones.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course has two objectives.  First, it seeks to provide students with conceptual tools for comparing policies in time and space.  In particular, it will explore cultural and institutional explanations for how policies transfer, and why policies converge or diverge, differ or resemble each other, across space and over time.  Second, it attempts to deepen students’ knowledge concerning the development and content of various public policies in Canada, the United States and Europe.

Students are encouraged to work towards the above by completing the assigned readings, preparing their class presentations, and writing their term papers or exam.

EVALUATION

Class Presentation: 10%

Class Participation: 10%

Research Proposal (due Feb. 14): 10%

Research Paper (due April 8):  30% 
Final Exam (Date to be determined by Registrar): 40%
Class Presentation & Participation

Starting the second week, you will take turns making a half-hour presentation of the readings.  Class presentation consists of leading the class through the assigned readings.  This involves focusing the discussion on core concepts and central arguments within the readings, comparing the arguments of different authors, and finally raising questions for a broader discussion.  Presenters should not merely present but also facilitate.  They should come prepared with questions to steer discussion.  Other class participants must arrive in class prepared and having carefully done the readings in order to engage in the discussion launched by the presenters.  

As a presenter, you should ask the class to: 

· define and clarify the core concepts and terms 

· summarize and discuss the central arguments  
· raise important issues and questions related to the readings 

· discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the readings

As a class participant, you should try to answer the questions raised by presenters and other participants, respond to their contributions to seminar discussions, provide information and examples, and raise your own questions and issues. 

Research Proposal

The research proposal must compare public policies in a given field between two or more countries.  Students should ideally choose topics of interest to them. 
The research proposal is an important step in writing a research paper. It should be between four and five pages in length, including bibliography.  You could use the following order: 

· find the books and academic journal articles most relevant to your research topic 

· decide on a project title 

· clearly state your research question   

· define what you seek to explain 
· provide an outline of the project: why you have decided to study this particular issue and what the central themes are 
· review and distinguish different explanations that have been suggested in the literature. In other words, what are the similarities or differences to be explained, how have others sought to theorize and explain them, and what explanation will your paper attempt to develop.

Late outlines will be penalized 2 percentage points per day, and will be assigned a mark of zero if handed in two weeks after due date.

Research Paper

Essays should be built on the research proposal, and should be between 12-15 pages in length.  While your research paper must necessarily describe the policy similarities/differences (or policy changes), it must also attempt to explain why countries have chosen similar/different policies (or have succeeded or failed in adopting policy changes).  
 Late papers will be penalized 2 percentage points per day, and will be assigned a mark of zero if handed in two weeks after due date.

Your research paper should be structured well. An example of a good structure would be the following: 

· Introduction 

· Literature Review (Theoretical Framework) 

· Comparison of Case Studies 

· Conclusion

Final Exam

The final exam gives you an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of the readings.  If you read and understand well the assigned articles and book chapters, carefully write your seminar preparation documents, and participate actively in our class discussions, you should be well-prepared for the exam.

Lakehead Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can result in serious consequences.  The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one's own or for which other credit has been obtained.  

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.

Textbook (Required) 

Rose, Richard, “Learning from Comparative Public Policy: A Practical Guide,” (London: Routledge, 2005)

TOPICS AND READINGS

With the exception of course textbook and journal articles (available on-line through the library’s website), all readings have been placed on reserve at the library.  Please inform the instructor if you have any difficulties obtaining course materials.

Section I: Comparative Policy Learning

Week 1 (Jan. 8 & 10): 
Introduction: Policy Lesson Transfer – Making a Convincing Case 

Richard Rose (Textbook), Introduction, Steps 1 & 2

Week 2 (Jan. 15 & 17): 
Transplanting Ideas from a “Foreign Soil” 

Richard Rose (Textbook), Steps 3, 4, & 5 
Santosh Mehrotra (1998) Education for All: Policy Lessons from High-Achieving Countries, International Review of Education, 44 (5-6), 461-484.
Week 3 (Jan. 22 & 24): 
Policy Hybridization 

Richard Rose (Textbook), Steps 6, 7, & 8 
Tim Newburn (2002) Atlantic Crossings: 'Policy transfer' and crime control in the USA and Britain, Punishment & Society, Vol. 4, No. 2, 165-194
Week 4 (Jan. 29 & 31): 
Comparative Policy Re-evaluation 
Richard Rose (Textbook), Steps 9 & 10 
Martin Lodge (2003) Institutional Choice and Policy Transfer: Reforming British and German Railway Regulation Governance 16 (2), 159–178.
Section II:  Comparing Canada and the United States

Week 5 (Feb. 5 & 7):  
Explaining Differences and Similarities I:  Culture

Seymour Martin Lipset, Continental Divide:  The Values and Institutions of the United States and Canada.  New York:  Routledge, 1990.  Ch. 1, ch. 8.

Michael Adams, Fire and Ice:  The United States, Canada and the Myth of Converging Values.  Toronto:  Penguin, 2003.  Ch. 2.

Week 6 (Feb. 12 & 14):  
Explaining Differences and Similarities II (Oct. 4):  Institutions

Leslie A. Pal and Kent Weaver, The Politics of Pain,@ in Leslie A. Pal and R. Kent Weaver (eds.) The Government Taketh Away:  The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada.  Washington:  Georgetown University Press, 2003.  1-40.

Kathleen Thelen and Sven Steinmo, Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics,@ in S. Steinmo, K. Thelen and F. Longstreth (eds) Structuring Politics.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1992. 
Week 7 (Feb. 19 & 21):  
Reading Week
Week 8 (Feb. 26 & 28):  
Health Care:  Historical Development & Contemporary Challenges

Antonia Maioni, Parting at the Crossroads:  The Development of Health Insurance in Canada and the United States,@ Comparative Politics 29, 4 (1997), 411-31 (available on-line).

Hugh Armstrong and Pat Armstrong, Wasting Away:  The Undermining of Canadian Health Care, 2nd Ed.  Toronto:  Oxford University Press, 2003.  Ch. 2, ch. 7.

Joan Price Boase, Institutions, Institutionalized Networks and Policy Choices:  Health Policy in the US and Canada, Governance 9, 3 (1996), 287-310.
Week 9 (Mar. 4 & 6): 
Environmental policy

Michael Howlett, Beyond Legalism?  Policy Ideas, Implementation Styles and Emulation-Based Convergence in Canadian and U.S. Environmental Policy,@ Journal of Public Policy 20, 3 (2000), 305-29. (available on-line).

George Hoberg, Canadian-American Environmental Policies:  A Strategic Framework,@ in Debora L. VanNijnatten and Robert Boardman (eds) Canadian Environmental Policy:  Context and Cases, 2nd ed.  Toronto:  Oxford University Press, 2002.  171-189.

Section III:  Looking Beyond North America

Week 10 (Mar. 11 & 13): 
The International Context
Garrett, Geoffrey. 1998. "Global Markets and National Politics: Collision Course or Virtuous Circle?" International Organization 52 (4):787-824.

Scharpf, Fritz W. 1997. "Economic Integration, Democracy and the Welfare State." Journal of European Public Policy 4 (1):18-36.

Week 11 (Mar. 18 & 20):  
Policy Legacies (Institutions)
Myles, John, and Paul Pierson. 2001. "The Comparative Political Economy of Pension Reform." In The New Politics of the Welfare State, ed. P. Pierson. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Hacker, Jacob S. 1998. "The Historical Logic of National Health Insurance: Structure and Sequence in the Development of British, Canadian, and U.S. Medical Policy." Studies in American Political Development 12 (1). Pages 80-130.

Week 12 (Mar. 25 & 27): 
The Politics of Public Policy (Interests)
Arnold J. Heidenheimer, Hugh Heclo and Carolyn Teich Adams, Comparative Public Policy:  The Politics of Social Choice in America, Europe and Japan (St. Martin’s Press, 1990), ch. 1.

Ann Shola Orloff, The Politics of Pensions:  A Comparative Analysis of Britain, Canada and the United States 1880-1940.  Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press, 1993.  23-38. 
Week 13 (Apr. 1 & 3)
Policy Discourse: Ideas and Culture
Cox, Robert Henry. 2001. "The Social Construction of an Imperative: Why Welfare Reform Happened in Denmark and the Netherlands but Not in Germany." World Politics 53 (April):463-98.

Bhatia, Vandna, and William D. Coleman. 2003. "Ideas and Discourse: Reform and Resistance in the Canadian and German Health Systems." Canadian Journal of Political Science 36 (4):715-39.

Week 14 (April 8)

Conclusion & Course Review
1

